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The good news is, non-local earnings were up, resulting in our total 
income ending up roughly the same as last year. The audit should be 
completed by the end of September. We’re happy with the numbers, 
but not satisfied. As a company, we always want to focus on our local 
profitability, and we will continue to work hard to build an even stron-
ger, locally owned cooperative. 

At the August board meeting, the board approved a patronage pay-
ment of approximately $1,650,000. That will include patronage on 
our energy sales of $85,000 or four cents per gallon of fuel pur-
chased by our farm producers. Grain patronage will be 1.6 cents per 
bushel sold plus 7% of service fees paid. The board also approved 
the redemption of allocated equity from 2001-2004, and 50% of the 
allocated equity issued in 2005—a total of approximately $750,000. 
The patronage and Equity redemption checks should be mailed late 
in the first quarter of 2017.

Timely projecTs
We picked a good year to add another 2.1 million bushels of stor-
age. Our grain volumes last year totaled 58.9 million bushels, up 
from the record 58.1 set the previous year. With the huge crop 
anticipated this year, we will make good use of the storage added in 

Ivesdale, Thomasboro, Indianola and Broadlands. Cargill’s closure of 
their truck house in Bongard coupled with ADM’s decision to receive 
only food-grade corn at their Newman facility could also send addi-
tional grain toward our Sidney and Broadlands locations.

Regarding that storage, the 750,000-bushel bin at Ivesdale is slated 
for soybeans, eliminating the need to load four 50-car trains during 
harvest. The 550,000-bushel bin in Thomasboro will also hold beans. 
When coupled with the improved conveying capacity, it will enable 
us to handle the harvest more efficiently and store the beans we take 
in onsite. We built a 400,000-bushel bin in Indianola for soybeans to 
take some pressure off of Sidney, which used to receive the beans 
from that location during harvest. All four new bins are complete and 
ready for harvest. 

Over the past three years, we’ve invested $36 million in asset im-
provements. These additions include new energy assets, as well 
as new bins, legs, dryers and grain handling equipment. Our goal, 
as always, is to improve our ability to get our customers in, out and 
back to the field efficiently. We look forward to putting these re-
sources to work handling your 2016 harvest. ❍

Pleased, but Not Satisfied

As our fiscal year drew to a close on July 31, we completed our seventh year as Premier Co-
operative. Looking at the numbers, our local earnings were down from last year. This was due 
primarily to a $3 million reduction in drying revenue, which was partly offset by a $1 million 
savings in fuel for our dryers. Our storage and price-later income was also less than anticipat-
ed, due to the fact that our farmers used basis contracts to a greater degree than ever before.

BY ROGER MILLER, CEO
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2016 Tour Confirms Impressive Crop 

The results of our annual crop tour are 
in and analyzed. As you can see by the 
chart, we have a very good crop in the 
field. Roger Miller shared the results with 
roughly 160 producers at Pear Tree, along 
with a presentation from Tim Hughes on 
plant food and Steve Freed from ADM 
Investor Services covering the market 
outlook.

For those who weren’t able to attend, here are 
some of the numbers. We took 321 samples, 
counting a total of 10,482 ears. Estimated yields 
ranged from 256 bushels per acre in the Rising 
area to 194 at Ellis/Reilly. Plant population aver-
aged 32,660 plants per acre.

A few general observations: Overall, plant health is 
good, though ear girth was somewhat disappoint-
ing and we did see more tip back than expected 
throughout the tour. We also saw fields with wind 
damage in the northern region, resulting in some 
elbowing of the stalks and green snap. 

Whether or not our estimates agree precisely with 
what the experts have been saying, I believe we all 
can agree that we’re looking at a very good harvest 
this fall. ❍

BY MIKE KUHNS, THOMASBORO CUSTOMER SERVICE MANAGER 

2016 Crop Tour Results  

 

LOCATIONS : 2016 2015 2014 2013 2012
BONDVILLE 220 209 220 162 135

BROADLAND/LONGVIEW 229 223 204 194 147
DEWEY 240 186 205 169 81

DILLSBURG 221 166 207 163 94
ELLIOTT 215 200 203 167 50

ELLIS/REILLY 194 147 214 179 67
FISHER 210 185 243 178 101

GALESVILLE 218 227 238 184 159
GIFFORD 220 179 207 159 64
IVESDALE 229 222 226 192 130

INDIANOLA 209 189 223 188 89
JAMAICA 218 197 222 184 135
LEVERETT 230 201 239 190 172

MAHOMET 202 200 219 172 104
PHILO 221 225 222 183 124
RISING 256 211 223 153 104
SIDNEY 225 210 214 201 146

SADORUS 247 212 233 194 143
ST. JOSEPH (FULLS) 234 198 212 217 193

THOMASBORO 227 226 257 168 103
TOLONO 238 223 217 198 126

AVERAGE: 224 202 221 180 117
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Stronger Together
Here in rural America, there are three things that never change. The land, the commitment of the families that farm it 
and the loyalty of the local cooperative, which provides the inputs, markets and information farmers need to stay profit-
able. As part of a bigger system that can handle the logistics of global markets, Premier Cooperative can tie your farm 
operation to buyers and sellers far beyond the county line. It also helps to represent your interests in shaping state, 
local and national policy. 

As a member-owner of our local co-op, you have a say in how it op-
erates, who runs it and the local communities it supports. You also 
share in its success through patronage dividends based on earnings 
from the products you buy, the grain you sell and the services you 
use. That’s money that stays in our local community, and 
helps us all thrive. 

Being local, our co-op knows you, your land and 
what it takes to make your operation successful. 
We approach your business like a partner who 
has your best interests in mind. So in addition to 
providing grain handling, grain marketing and your 
farm fuel needs, through United Prairie we offer crop 
inputs, agronomic services and products to service your 
complete farm operation.
 
As technologies change, it’s the 
next generation of farmers who 
face the challenge of staying cur-

rent. By staying on the forefront of emerging technologies, we help 
young producers stay relevant while forming relationships that last a 
lifetime. Access to modern information helps younger farmers remain 
in the community and raises the bar for all members. 

When you’re a member of Premier Cooperative, every-
one wins. You gain a valuable local resource, the 

co-op grows stronger, and the community in which 
we live gains a strong economic anchor that helps 
fund local initiatives and allows the community to 
thrive. Wherever you find successful farming op-

erations and strong local communities, you’ll find a 
local cooperative that helped them grow.

Farming has always been about working together. With-
out each other, growing becomes more difficult. That’s 
why we continue to work as a team, every day. Together 
we grow stronger. ❍

New Energy Facility Will Boost Efficiency
The biggest news in the energy division is the construction of a new bulk fuel facility at our Elliot location. The board 
approved the project, and concrete has been poured. The plant will include six 24,000-gallon storage tanks, one 
10,000-gallon soy diesel tank, a DEF storage tank and a bay to store greases and oils. 

When the facility is completed in mid-December, we’ll be able to load 
a truck in less than half the time currently required. That will greatly im-
prove the efficiency of our drivers. Once the new plant is operational, 
we’ll remove some of our old, tired energy assets.

In the meantime, the fuel division is gearing up for fall, as a big crop 
will require more fuel to harvest and transport. Fuel prices are trend-
ing a little higher, due to a weakening U.S. dollar and talk of an OPEC 
summit this fall to once again discuss limiting production. Whether or 
not it comes to pass, the possibility alone will be a market driver until 
the meeting. 

Gas prices, on the other hand, are expected to trend lower as the 
summer driving season comes to a close. We expect prices to con-
tinue to drop as we head into the winter months. 

We look forward to serving you this fall. If we can help meet your energy 
needs in any way, please contact your fuel representative or driver. ❍

REGION FUEL REPRESENTATIVE DRIVER  
Southern Jay Warfel (217.493.9198) Ryan Musson (217.714.1443)
Northwestern Garrett Bruns (217.898.0218)       Rick Riblet (217.714.7528)
Northeastern Garrett Bruns (217.898.0218)       Mike Lubben (815.383.2358)

For the second 
year in a row, Premier 

Cooperative has teamed 
up with CoBank to donate 
$10,000 to regional Future 

Farmers of America 
chapters.
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2104 West Park Court
Champaign, IL 61821

BY TIM HUGHES, MANAGER, UNITED PRAIRIE LLC

New application equipment is on the way to help in that effort, as we strive 
to keep our fleet in top shape. We’ll also be rolling out some enhance-
ments to our Data On Touch system that we think you will appreciate.

The integration of Crescent City into the United Prairie family this 
spring was a success. They have a great group of employees and 
bring a lot to the table for our company and customers in that area.

QualiTy informaTion
Our Innovation Farm Day was a success, as the largest crowd we’ve 
ever had turned out to hear about the results of the many product tri-
als we conducted, both on the 60-acre Innovation Farm and on area 
farms. With commodity prices where they are, our farmers need to 
know which products will deliver the best return on their investment 
right here where they farm. We do the work of sorting through all the 
options, both new and established, so our customers don’t have to. 
We’ll have all of those trial results available as soon as possible fol-
lowing harvest. 

Some good news for fall: Nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium have 
all followed commodity prices and will be down considerably from 
where they were last year. And it looks like we will have a tremendous 
crop, as the crop tour indicated.

With a full season at Emery under our belt, we’re very pleased with 
the response and support we’ve received from area producers. We 
can see that there is great potential for further growth at that location.

Finally, we are excited to announce that by working together with our 
owners, we have developed a process that will allow United Prairie 
customers to receive patronage on their agronomy purchases for the 
first time. The patronage program will be implemented in 2017 and is 
further evidence of our commitment to not only bring the highest level 
of service and value to our patrons, but to continue to look for ways to 
further enhance their bottom line. In the true cooperative spirit, we will 
be able to give back to our patrons. 

None of our success, of course, is possible without the support of our 
customers, and I want you to know how much we appreciate it. Please 
take care in the field this fall—we like having you around! ❍

We’ve just concluded a very good year for United Prairie—the best in our 20-year history. Our continued success and 
growth is a testimony to our employees and the high level of service and value they bring to our customers. Now our 
attention turns toward the fall application season with the goal of further improving our efficiency and responsiveness.

Building On a Successful Year

Our Crescent 
City location.




